
T
h

e Japan
ese h

aiku is a form
 

of poetry th
at con

sists of th
ree 

lin
es of 17 syllables.  T

h
e 

first lin
e h

as five syllables, 
th

e secon
d lin

e seven
, an

d 
th

e th
ird lin

e five syllables. 
T

h
e h

aiku form
 is about th

ree 
h

un
dred years old, so people 

h
ave been

 w
ritin

g h
aikus for 

a very lon
g tim

e.  H
aiku does 

n
ot h

ave to rh
ym

e. W
ritin

g a 
h

aiku is an
 in

vitation
 to use 

your im
agin

ation
 an

d m
ake 

people see w
h

at you’re w
ritin

g 
about in

 a un
ique w

ay.  T
h

at’s 
w

h
at m

ake th
e h

aiku so m
uch

 
fun

 to w
rite.  O

n
 your n

ext 
visit to th

e library, ch
eck out 

T
he geologist

A
 rock he studies and thinks,

A
h—

m
etam

orphic!

 W
ind blow

s at the tree,
Its branches like arm

s w
aving.

I w
ave back—

hello!

 U
nfolding the m

ap,
I survey land form

ations,
A

nd sigh, “I’m
 not lost!”

T
he

 W
at

er
 C

yc
le

,
T

he
 r

is
e 

an
d 

fa
ll 

of
 w

at
er

:
R

ai
n 

dr
op

s—
 w

et
 m

y 
fa

ce
.

A
lo
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, m
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fr

ie
nd

,
th

e 
vo

lc
an

o 
sp

ea
ks

 m
y 

na
m

e:
fie

ry
 w

or
ds

 fl
ow

in
g.

Vi
sit

 “T
he

 R
oc

k’n
 

Sc
ien
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 C

lub
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Poems used with permission
by Donna Foulke
P.S. Thanks Art for the title!

th
e lyrics by som

e of th
e great 

Japan
ese h

aiku poets.  You’ll 
see th

e true gen
ius of h

ow
 

th
e Japan

ese use a few
 w

ords 
th

at say a lot.  H
ere are a 

few
 h

aiku w
e cam

e up w
ith

 
th

at h
ave an

 n
atural scien

ce 
tw

ist.  H
aiku is typically about 

n
ature.



Folding Instructions
You can print out the second page of this Adobe PDF file and fold and cut
according to the following instructions—collect them all!

1. Start with the 8.5x11 
piece of paper you 
printed out.

2. Fold in half shortwise, 
printed side out.

3. Fold back one edge 
to the middle fold.

4. Fold back the other 
edge to the middle fold.

7. Holding each end, push to
the middle to open up where
you made the cut.

5. After unfolding the sheet, 
fold longwise, printed side out.

8. Push all the way in.

6. Refold shortwise, then use 
scissors to cut along the line 
marked here in bold.

9. Fold the left edge over to
create the cover. Now it is a book!

cut along this line,

but through the two layers 

of the folded paper


